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NCLGS REEVALUATES PARI-MUTUEL REGULATION
Tallahassee, Florida, May 25, 2006— The advent of the Breeders’ Cup Pick Six Scandal and the mismanagement and threatened bankruptcy of the New York Racing Association, the growth of off-shore pari-mutuels and betting exchanges, and efforts to enact uniform medication testing standards, among other concerns, beg the question, How can states best regulate the many facets of pari-mutuel racing?  The National Council of Legislators from Gaming States (NCLGS) will look at the pros and cons of the ways states regulate pari-mutuel racing in a panel discussion on June 3 in Boston, Massachusetts, entitled, “Regulating Pari-Mutuel Racing: What is the Ideal Model?”
Senator Steven Geller (FL), NCLGS President, in announcing the panel discussion, said, “While realizing the unique conditions that exist in each state, this session will explore systems that work well and systems that are challenged.  It will investigate traditional as well as innovative legislative approaches.  Experts from across the country will weigh in on what they view as the best ways to regulate pari-mutuels to serve states, consumers, owners and breeders, and the racing industry.”
Sen. Geller said, “At the session, academics, legislators, regulators and pari-mutuel representatives will discuss these and many other issues relating to the health and well-being of pari-mutuel racing and the states.  NCLGS will also on June 3 hold a hearing on Internet wagering, another issue of interest and concern to legislators regulators and the pari-mutuel industry alike.”
The panel, scheduled for Saturday, June 3, from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at the Boston Park Plaza Hotel in conjunction with the June 2 through 4 NCLGS Summer Meeting, will feature: 
· Ed Martin, President, Association of Racing Commissioners International (RCI), Lexington, KY

· Greg Avioli, Deputy Commissioner & CEO, National Thoroughbred Racing Association, Lexington, KY

· Steve Barham, Associate Coordinator, University of Arizona Race Track Industry Program, Tucson, AZ

· Remi Bellocq, CEO, National Horsemen’s Benevolent & Protective Association, Lexington, KY

· Jack Cory, representing the National and Florida Greyhound Associations, Tallahassee, FL

In addition, on Friday, June 2, NCLGS will examine other pari-mutuel matters, including a proposed RCI integrity system and related model rules, jockey-related issues including insurance and safety, betting exchanges and other wagering systems, and progress of uniform medication testing efforts, as well as relevant greyhound issues.  

NCLGS is neither pro- nor anti-gaming.  NCLGS is a proactive participant in the development of public policy related to state-authorized gaming.  NCLGS exists to educate state legislators and other policymakers on issues dealing with gaming; seeks appropriate regulation of gaming; and works to preserve the traditional rights of the states to regulate and tax gaming within their borders.  For more information, please call the NCLGS National Office at (518) 687-0615) or access the NCLGS website at www.nclgs.org.
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